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A Txitizony. from our 
Monthly Meeting at Tottenham, 
held the 25th Day of the xxth 
Month, 1720, concerning our 

_ deceaſed Friend, Alice Hayes; 

with an Account- of ſome of her 


Nying Sayings, which were brought 
into this * 


r UR R gear and well-beloved Friend Alice 
() Hayes, was born of honeſt Parents, 
| at Rickmanſworth i» Hertfordſhire, 
in the Year 1657, who Educated, and brought 
ber up in the Profeſſion of the Church of Eng- 
land, as appears by her own Account. 

1 pleaſed the Lord to make known his 
TRUTH to her, about the Year 1680, by that 
Servant of the Lord, whoſe Name was Elizabeth 
Stamper, Siſter to Francis Stamper : She was 
called forth into the Work of the MINISTRY, 
and concerned to viſit the Churches in ſoveral 

Parts of this Nation, and divers have been 
reached and convinced through her Miniſtry : 
As alſo - ſhe Travelled through Holland, into 
Germany as 270 as F redericſtadt, and had 

A 3 excellent 


IT 


1 
* 


monſtration and Power of the SpI Rr. 
She removed out of Hertfordſhire, and came 
to ſettle amongſt us in Tottenham, about the 
Year 1712. And we had True Unity with 
her, both with Reſpect to her innocent, exem- 


Gift in the Miniſtry, in which ſhe was made 

very ſerviceable to us here-away, for the En- 

couragement of Friends 10 Faithjulneſs, in every 

Branch of their Teſtmony. And did frequent- 

7 ly attend our Meetings of Buſineſi, in which ſhe 
| often gave very ſolid and ſeaſonable Advice. 

She being at the Yearly Meeting in London, 

in the Year 1720, was taken ill; but her 

Love being ſtrong to her Friends there, ſhe 

ftay'd ſome Days, and then returned Home to 

her Houſe at Tottenham, and grew weaker and 

. weaker, till ſhe quietly departed this Life hike a 

Lamb. But during the Time of her Si 7 

he gave much good Advice and Counſel to her 

Family, as alſo to others who came to viſit her, 

and drop'd many fiveet SAYINGS of her Com- 

fortable Enjoyment of the Lord's Preſence, 

ſome of which are as follows. | 


to viſſit ber in their Return from London, and 
bad a comfortable Time with her, and ſhe broke 
forth in Admiration of the Lord's Goodneſs 
that attended his Servants, and at that Time 
had enlarged their Hearts together : And ſhe 
aid, She truſted the Lord would be with them, 

OT 


excellent Service: Many were reached and 
tendered by her Miglſtry, it being in the De- 


plary Life and Converſation, and alſo her 


James Dickinſon, and Peter Fearon, came 
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and be with her to he End, and help ſafely 
through; deſiring ta hę remembered by them 
in their near Approaches to the Lord, when 
ſeparated: As alſo to give her Love to her 
Dear FRIENDS in the North, not expecting to 
ſee them again: But ſaid, All would be well. 
She was reſigned to the Lord's Time, and deſir d, 
The Lord would conduct them ſafe to their 
Families, and give them plentifully to enjoy 
of his Peace, for their Labours in his Work 
and Service. 

At another Time, a Friend of Tottenham 
coming to viſit ber, and ſome more Friends com- 
ing in, ſhe ſaid, Oh! Love one another, and 
the Lord make you a Living People unto 
himſelf, and preſerve you in perfect Love and 
Unity. — I am, aid ſhe, in perfect Love to 
all People, with many more weighty Expreſſions ; 
and then defired Friends to give her up freely 
to her God: Saying, I am willing to dye, and 
I hope it will not be long firſt: But Oh! I 
would go exactly in the Lord's Time: And 
all that I defire is, That the Lord's Preſence 
may be continued to me, and then I fear not 
the pinching Time, The Hour of Death. My 
God is my Reſurrection, and my Glory; here 
is my Strength, my Refuge, and I am through- 
ly reſigned to his Will: And it will be but a 
little Time, and my Soul ſhall ſing Praiſe to 
the Lord on Mount Sion, with the Redeem- 
ed of him, out of the Reach of Trouble; 
Dur ancient Friend, George Whitehead, 
was ſeveral Times to viſit her in the W 4 | 
| ww 
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ber Weakneſs, and had Comfortable Seaſons with | 
ber, wherein ſhe expreſſed. her great Satisfattion | 
in his kind and tender Viſits. | 
Some Friends being come to viſit her at ano- 6 
ther Time, ſhe broke forth in a tender Frame of 
Spirit, and ſaid, I do wait on my God, and 
he is a God of Everlaſting Loving Kind- ; 
neſs, and hath been good to my Soul all my 
Life long.— And then ſaid, Friends, do not : 
put off making your Peace with him, till / 
/ 
G 
I 
b 


you come upon a Dying Bed. — Here is 
enough to do, to labour under the Afflictions 
of the Body: I would not be without the Fa- 
vour of God now, for all the World. The 
Lord, the God of Abraham, of Iſaac, and- t 
of Jacob, my God, and your God, Bleſs you, 
and be a God to you in all your Trials, for 1 
he hath been ſo to me; A ſufficient Helper n 
in Times of Trouble. | 5 
1 
a, 
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Several Young People being with her at ano- 
ther Time, ſhe tenderly adviſed them to be 
Good, and ſerve God faithfully, and not put 
off the Great Work of their Day to the Laſt, 
but timely to prepare for a Dying Hour ; of 
That (aid (he) you may have Oil in your 70 
Lamps, and be in Readineſs whenever that W 
Time ſhall come. And further ſaid, It hath S 
been the Joy of my Heart to go to a Meeting, | 77; 
and to meet with the Lord there; but much [a 
more Joy it will be to my Soul, to meet with fe 
him in Heaven, and to have a Place in his la 
Kingdom: Through Mercy, I am under no fle 
Terror of Death, but am in true Peace: pc 
Ohl! 


(7) 

Oh! Bleſſed be my God for ever, his Good- 
neſs is exceeding large. I would praiſe 
him for his Goodneſs, but that I am very 
weak; and defire, if it be his Will, not to 
ſee the Light of another Day, my Affliction 
being great ; but all in his own Time; And 


| then broke forth in Prayer, ſaying, Dear God, 


make my Paſſage eaſy; and deſired to be ſupport- 
ed under her Afliction, which at Times was very 
ſharp; yet ſhe bore it all with-great Patience, 


till looking to the Lord her Comforter, under the 


deepeſt Provings. And often ſaid, Oh! Sweet 
Loxp Jesvs receive my Spirit, for J long to 
be with my Saviour; yet let me not offend 
thee, but patiently wait thy Time. 

She greatly defired at another Time, The 
Lord might Bleſs her Children, and that they 
might ſerve him faithfully in their Generation. 
She was often deeply engaged in Spirit before the 
Lord, for her Children, who were all, [ave one, 
at a great Diſtance from her: She defir'd They 


might be Men of TRUTH, fearing God. 


A few Days before her Death, ſome Friends 
of Tottenham being come to ſee her, ſat down 
to wait on the Lord God with her: His Love 
was largely manifeſted, and ſprung up as a freſh 
Spring; and after a Friend had been concern'd 
in Supplication to the Lord, ſhe broke forth, and 
ſaid, Oh! Love; this is Love that may be 
felt; my God, thy Goodneſs is . 
large; my Soul praiſes thee for the Over- 


flowings of thy Love at this Time; an Op- 


portunity unexpected: With many more faveef, 
; heavenly 
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Benvenly Expreſſions; and tenderly atknywledged 
the Kindneſs of her Friends in that Viſit; and 


taking Leave in Brokenneſs of” Spirit, ſhe de- 


fir'd The Lord to be with them, and ſtrenghen 


them; to be Valiant for his TrxuTHn, and 
to keep their Meetings in his Name and 
Power: Saying, Oh! What Comfortable 
Times we have had often in our Week-Day- 


with the Love: of our heavenly Father; 
with more very affecting Expreſſions. As to 


abide in the Unity of the Spirit of Chriſt, every 


Member keeping in its proper Place, and 
concerned for the Honour of TRUTH, in 
maintaining Good Order in the Church, &c. 

At another Time, near her End, ſhe defir'd, 


her dear Love might be remembered to all 


Friends, wiſhing well to them, and to their 
Poſterity. And defir'd them about her, when 
they ſhould ſee her a going to breathe out her laſt 


Moments, To be very ſtill, and inward with 


the Lord in their Spirits, breathing for her 
eaſie Paſſage: Adding, All will be well; I 
am going Home, I am going Home; I have 
done with the World, and all that is in it; 
but breathe the Lord may pour out His Sp1rIT 


upon a Young Generation, that they may ſerve 


him in Cleanneſs of Heart. And farther ſaid, 


She had fought the Good Fight, and ſhould 


obtain the Crown immortal: Adding, My 


Beloved is mine, and Jam his: He is my 


All in All. And then pray d fieetly, Oh! 


. - 
. 


Meetings; how have our Cups overflowed - 


Everlaſting 


Ay 


Fver God, and 8 chovah, fend 
the 46h {ES thy Pod e and a to con- 
duct m Sbul into. th Heavenly Manſion, 
my Holy King, where” there is Joy and Re- 
joycing, and Singing of Praiſes for evermore. 
Into thy Arms, Sweet Lord Jelus Chriſt, 1 
offer up- my Soul and Spirit. oH ann 
he laſt. Mords ſbet vas 1 to lan, her Vai vice 
being lauαπſ, ua The! Lord my God will help 
me. be (toad a Lover of Peate and Umicy 
ond dig:+ro pidte-at to the utmoſt q ber Uuder- 
landing ;, * in her Miniſtry, very plain Aud 
powerfubs, Bur Ob to the Diſconſolate, it f- 
ten dtop'd like Rain, and tun like Oil to 
the Wounded 2 And ſhe had, 42 Word in Sea- 
ſon 70 mt, - or: all Conditions. And often in 
our WeeksDay: Meetings, Ob ! how Advice bath 
drop'd from ber lite Dew.-- Onro Cttps haue 
— filled, and over floued with Praiſe to the 
Great Fountain, and wwe encouraged in a Holy 
Perſeverance in the Wa y of the Lord. 

But ſbe is now removed, and no doubt entered 
into that Joy and Bliſs prepared for the Righ- 
teous. 

One Thing wwe may not omit ; ſhe greatly de- 
ſir'd the Lord, by his Good Preſence, might at- 
tend the Meeting at her Tnterment ; which was 

eminentiy anfruere [he being accompany'd by 
many Fflends, and others, to Winchmore-Hill- 
Meeting, where divers -Living Teſtimonies 
were born, and the Way of Salvation opened, 
and many H earts tendered by the Lord's 
Power. B 

Ste 
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125 
* departed this 1 


* dee. 


ife the 8th Day of the 7th 


onth, 1y20, Aged about Sixty Three Tears, 
and was buried the 13th of the ſame, in Friend's 


Burying-Ground, at Winchmore-Hill. . 


Anne Holland, 
Mary Brain „Kn. 
Priſcilla Freame, 
Sarah Woodland, 
Sufanna Turner, 
Elizabeth Brown, 
Mary Baker, 


Elizabeth Davis, 
Elizabeth Bell, 
Sarah Warner, 
Mary Burgeſs, 


Margaret Williams, 


John Freame, 

Daniel Bell, 

John Bennett, 
Nicholas Davis, 
John Warner, _ 
| G. Chalkley , Fun, | 

Andrew Warner, 
Matthew Anſel, 

George Mayor, 

Thomas Long, 


John Mulbery. | + 
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| 
ALICE Hares, Sc. 


to leave behind me a brief Relation con- 
cerning the Way and Manner of the 
Lord's Dealings with me, from my Vouth 
up to this Day, for the N of 
che Young in Years to Faithfulneſs; and for 
I ever to truſt and confide in the Lord, who is 
never wanting to thoſe that truly depend upon 
him, neither in Temporal nor Spiritual Mer- 
cies. 
I was born of honeſt Parents, at a Place cal- 
led Rickmanſworth in Hertfordſhire,in the Year 1 
16 57, who educated, and brought me up, | 
in the Profeſſion of the publick Worſhip of 
the Church of England. My Mother = ' 
when I was very young, but whilſt ſhe An 
ſhe was a tender affectionate one to me; ſhe 
rather exceeded: One Inſtance of her Affecti- 
on to me was very remarkable; I being one 
Time very weak, and ſuppoſed nigh unto 
B 3 Death, 5 


| T hath been in my Heart for many Years, | 


=_ = 
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Death, the Exerciſe thereof was ſo hard to her, 
that ſhe fell down upon her Knees, and pray- 
ed tbe Lord to take her, and ſpare me; which 
he did, for what End was beſt known to him- 
| 

I continued at Home with my Father, till 
about the Age of Sixteen Years, under the 
ſharp Government of a Mother-in-Law, whoſe 
Auſterity to me, made me weary of living 
with her, inſomuch that I left my Father's 
Houſe, and went to Service, that 1 might 
Jive more at Peace than I had done. The 
Lord in Mercy remembered me, and looked 
upon my Affliction in that Day, tho' I was 
not yet come to the Knowledge + the TruTn: 
And he followed me in thoſe Days with 
his Reproofs in my Conſcience, for the Sins 
of my Youth; which were Dancing, S$1ng1ng, 
telling zdle Stories, and ſome other Paſtimes, 
which Youth are too liable to run into, And 
not being reproved by my Parents, nor by the 
' Prieſt, I went on in the ſame, grieving the 
Juſt Principle of God in myſelf; not yet 
knowing what it was that reproved me in Se- 1 
cret for theſe Things; tho' through the Lord's 
great Mercy and Goodneſs to me, thoſe afore- 
mention'd were the worſt Evils I was addicted 
to in all my Life; but for all that, when the 
Searcher of all Hearts came by his Light to 
open my Underſtanding, and to ſet my Sins in 
order before me, and what it was that repro- 
ved me for my miſ-ſpent Time; then Oh! 
then | it was, That the Day of Jacob s Troubl 
Wa 


13 * —_— 
\ | was witneſſed: Oh! How dreadful was it to 
- | me, to conſider how I had overlooked the 
1 | Reproofs of the Almighty ; and ready I was 
often to bemoan myſelf after this Manner: 
Oh! that' I had had but Parents that could 
ll | have informed me that theſe Things I was repro- 
ze | ved for bad been Evil; or that thoſe Reproofs 
ſe | I often felt in Secret, was the Spirit of the 
g Lord: Surely, J have ſaid to my ſelf, I never 
s | would have done as I did: But greatly to be 
ht | lamented it was not ſo, my Parents, nor yet 
he the Prieſt, taught me no ſuch Doctrine; both 
ed | of them counting thoſe Things but innocent 
aas | and harmleſs Diverſions. And as for the 
a: | Light, and Grace, or Spirit of God, that re- 
ith proved me, J had never heard there was an 
ins | fach Thing ſo near me, as I felt it, and found 
ng, it. Then was I grieved to think the Lord 
nes, | of Glory ſhould have fo long knocked 
nd | at the Door of my dark Heart, and waited for 
the | Entrance, and I fo long to keep him out, who 
the | {till followed me with his Judgments, and in 
yet | great mercy to my poor Soul, often brought me 
Se- into deep Sorrow: The Conſideration of m 
rd's| latter End he laid weightily before tne, and 
ore-| the Thoughts of Eternity laid faſt hold on me, 
&ed| and the Word Ever and Ever, ſtuck faſt by 
the me. Then, Oh! the Trouble and Surprize | 
it to] that I was in, inſomuch that I could not tell 
1s in| what Courſe to take, neither who to diſcover 
pro- my diſtreſſed Condition unto. Sometimes I 
Oh l have gone into Company, and ſtrove that war 
ouble to divert my Sorrow, but that would not do i 
* e ren . 


(14) 
and then I would ſeek ſome ſecret Place, and 
there 1 would fall upon my Knees, and pour 
out my Spirit before the Lord, begging or 
Mercy and Forgiveneſs at his Hand. 

Now I am about to relate, how the wiſe 
Hand of the Almighty guided me: After I 
left my Father's Houſe, T went enquiring for 
a Place, and ſoon heard of one, where I con- 
tinued ſome Time, and was well-beloved in 
the Family, and I ſerved them honeſtly, and 
in Love. After ſome Time, I went away, to 
live at one called a Juſtice of Peace, where 
my firſt Huſband and I came acquainted; 
but it may not be amiſs to relate how I ſpent 
my Time at my firſt Service, with Relation 

to Religion, which was after this Manner: I 
kept cloſe and conſtant, as Opportunity per- 
mitted, in going to the babe Worſhip, and 


very often got alone into private Places to pray, 


and greatly delighted to read the Scri r 
and to get good Paſſages by Heart; and when 
my Hand has been in my Labour, my Heart 
was meditating on good Matter, and very glad 
that I was from my Father's Houſe, 2 
of the Quietneſs 1 enjoy'd. And J was 


often comforted in my Heart in thoſe Days, 


tho' T knew not from whence it came. 

As TI thus continued in well-doing, (accord- 
ing to the beſt of my Knowledge) the Lord 

was pleaſed to appear in an extraordinar' 
Manner, and a ſweet Viſitation I had, for I 
was lead into a deep Silence before the Lord, 
there to wait, and durft not utter Words, 
© notwithſtanding 


(15) 
notwithſtanding I , had gather'd much. in 
the Brain of Good Words, and Scripture 
Sentences; but now I came to ſee that would 
not do. After this Manner that Time was 
ſpent, and a good Time it was to me; it was 
the Lord's Doings, and he ſhall have the 
Praiſe of it; bleſſed be his Name for ever. 

And now to return to my going tolive with 
the Juſtice ; it remains firſt to take Notice, 
that I went for a ſhort Time to a Brother's 
Houſe, before I entred into my ſecond Ser- 
vice, and while I was there, heard a Report 
about the Neighbourhood of a Woman 
Preacher, that was eſteemed of greatly among 
the Qꝝualers, who was to be at one of their 
Meetings not far from my Brother's Houſe : 
Some of the Neighbours in Curioſity, had a 
mind to go to hear and ſee, and asked me to 

o along with them, to which I conſented: 
When I came to the Meeting, it had great 
Impreſſion upon my Mind, beholding the So- 
lidity of the People, and the weighty Frame 
of Spirit they were under, occaſioned many 
deep Thoughts to paſs through my Heart, by 
beholding ſo much Difference between their 
Way of Worſhip, and thoſe I went amongſt. 
After ſome Time of Silence, a Woman ſtood 
up, and ſpoke, whoſe Teſtimony affected my 
Heart, and tendered my Spirit, ſo that I could 
nat refrain from weeping: But Alas! alas! af- 
ter the Meeting was over, the Enemy ſoon 
1 5 again, and darkened that little Senſe 

had, by his Inſtruments without, and Sug- 


(46) 


geſtions within, fo that I went no more to 
any ſuch Meeting for ſeveral Years. | 

The Time being come to go to my Service 
to the Juſtices, my Miſtreſs, before I had been 
long with her, would be often ſaying, This 
Alice will be a Quaker; tho' ſtill I had no ſuch 
Thoughts, but through the Lord's Goodneſs 
to me, I ſpent all my ſpare Time either in 
reading, or in getting alone, or in ſome Re- 
ligious Performance, and continued diligent 
and faithful to the Truſt that my Maſter and 
Miſtreſs repoſed in me, to their Satisfaction, 


and my own too, being "well pleaſed with my“ 


Place. 

It was in this Family, (as I ald before) 
that I came firſt acquainted with my firſt Huſ- 
band, Daniel Smith, who in Lowe made Suit 
to me, and in true Love together continued in 
that Family near two Vears; and at, or near 


the End of that Space of Time, it pleaſed] ; 


the Lord to viſit me with fore Lamenels, oc- 
caſioned by a Wrench in my Anckle, but for 
ſome Time longer I continued in my Service. 
That Winter my Maſter and Miſtreſs, re- 
moving to London, had not occaſion for ſo 
many Servants in Town as they kept in the 
Country; ſome they put off, and my Miſtreſs 
provided me a Place to be at til Summer, when 
they were to return into the Country again. 
Now at this Place I received a great deal of 
Hurt, as to my inward Condition; here I had 
no help forward towards Heaven, but the con- 
h by the ill Example of a vain and irre- 
ligious 


man 
Were 


(17) 
ligious Converſation in that Family. I there- 
fore caution young People, to take eſpecial 
care what Company they join with, and to 
fly from bad Company as from a Serpent; for 
ſurely it was a fore Venom to me, becauſe it 
help'd to drive good Things out of my Mind, 
and Forgetfulneſs of God followed, which 
cauſed me, to have many a ſorrowful Hour, 
when the Lord brought me to a Senſe of it; 
and bleſſed be his Name, he did not permit 
me to go on long in this State at quiet: For 
now my Lameneſs grew worſe, and the Time 
came that I was to leave this Family, and re- 
turn to my former Maſter, the Juſtice, where 
J longed to be, by reaſon that it was a more 
orderly Family. 

And here I fain would have been well of 
my Lameneſs in my own Time, that F might 
be able to go through my Buſineſs ; but I found 
the more I ſtrove for a Cure, the worſe I grew, 
inſomuch that I was obliged to go home to 
my Father's Houſe, which was no ſmall Ex- 
erciſe, through the Occaſion of my Mother- 


*| in-Law : But bleſſed be the Lord, the Day of 


his Love was lengthned out ſtill, tho' in Judg- 
ment, yet mixed wich Mercy. Great was my 
Pain in Body, and the Sorrow of Mind much 
greater; in this Affliction, like Yael of old, 
I cried to the Lord for Help; for now I ſaw, 


[if he did not help me, I was undone for ever. 


As for Man's Help I deſpaired of, for I tried 
many to no Purpoſe, ſo that great and many 


were my Cries and Prayers to God, to reſtore 


C me 
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me from my Lameneſs again, reſolving, to 
ſerve him in Newneſs of Life. This was the 
Covenant I was ready to make. with him : 
Oh! the matchleſs Mercics, and long For- 
bearance of a Good and Gracious God, to a 
poor diſtreſſed, diſconſolate, and unworthy 
Creature. 

But very semarkable was the Faithfulneſs 
and Conſtancy of my dear Friend, Danzel 
Smith, (afterwards my Huſband) who in all 
my Diſtreſs and Weakneſs, never ſhrink'd in 
his Love to me, but continued conſtant, tho I 
was brought to be a poor Object, and a Crip- 
ple that went with Crutches, and he a come- 
ly handſome Man, and now was enter'd upon 
a Farm, and likely to do very well, and 
ſeemingly might have had far better Matches ; 
but he, like an honeſt Man, never looked at 
that, but continued firm and conſtant, and 
waited two Years to ſee how the Lord would 
deal with me; and at the End ſeeing no A- 
mendment, propoſed to me Marriage, and 
accordingly we were; and a faithful, tender, 
loving Huſband I had of him, providing for 
me all Things that were needful and comfor- 
table; a Mercy and Bleſſing I hope I ſhall 
never forget; and his Conſtancy and Faithful- 
neſs is worthy to be recorded to Poſterity : 


And the Bleſſing of God was his Reward in 
this Life, and I have no Doubt but he is at 

Peace with his and my God. 
Now being married, I left off tampering 
wih my Leg, and ina few Months it grew 
| better, 
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better, and mended apace, and fo well I was, 
that I left my Crutch, and could go pretty 
well: But Oh! to be lamented it was, that I 
miſſed the Way; for being recovered of my 
Lameneſs, and grown ſtrong, lived at Heart's 
Content with a loving and tender Huſband, 
and outward Things proſpered, like 1/-ael of 
Old; I forgot the tender Dealings and Mer- 
cies of ſo Gracious a God, that had delivered 
me out of many Exerciſes and Afflictions, and 
gave myſelf what Liberty my unſtable Mind 
deſired, forgetting again my Promiſes and Co- 
venants | had made to the Lord. £ 
And thus I went on for about one Year and 
a half after Marriage, when the Lord, with 
an Eye of- Pity, looked upon my wretched 
State, and miferable Condition, and laid his 
Hand upon me, in order to awaken me out 
of this State of falſe Eaſe, and by a great Fit 
of Sickneſs, brought me near to Death, where 
I beheld my Backſlidings and Diſobedience 
with Amazement. My Conſcience being 
thoroughly awakened, Horror and Condem- 
nation took faſt hold upon me, and the Wit- 
neſs aroſe there, which cauſed fore and diſ- 
mal Diſtreſs of Mind; and in this diſtreſſed 
Condition, I ſeemed juſt going to ſtep out of 
Time into Eternity, In this State, I faw if I 
died, my Portion muſt be with the Unbelievers 
and Diſobedient, in the Lake that burns with 
Fire and Brimſtone for evermore. And juſt 


would it have been with God, if he had cut 
me off for my Covenant-breaking, and Diſ- 
03 


obedience: 
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obedience: Dreadful it was to me, to behold 
my Time ſo ſhort, and the Work I had to do 
ſo great. Oh! the Horror and Amazement ] 
lay under, to think how to endure the Tor- 
ment I deſerved, and the Time of its Con- 
tinuance, which was to have no End. Oh! 
let the Thoughts of this State fink deep into 
the Heart of every one that reads theſe Line, 
that thereby they may come to be prepared 
and truly fitted for the Kingdom of Reſt and 
Peace, when pale Death looks them in the 
Face: Then will it be eaſier with them than it 
was with me, for no Mortal can tell the Diſquiet 
I lay in for ſeveral Nights and Days, looking 
for that dreadful Sentence, Depart hence, for 
Time here is no more, Oh! the fervent 
Cries and Prayers I put up to the Lord at this 
Time, that he would be pleaſed to ſpare me 
this one Time more; and begg'd all that came 
near me, to pray for me. My Cry was, Good 
God ſpare me a little longer, and try me once 
more, and I will become a New Creature. 
Thus I ventur'd once again to enter into 
Covenant with the Lord, who in great Mercy 
and Pity, again looked upon me, and ſpared, 
and pardoned, and raiſed me from the Brink 
of the Grave, Oh! the boundleſs Mercies 
of God; how ſhall they be ſufficiently ſet 
forth by me; everlaſting Glory be given unto 
him ; let all that is within me, praiſe his 
Name. And foraſmuch as it pleaſed him ſo 


to hear my Petition, as to raiſe me up again, 
and to give me a little Strength, a Remem- 
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berance of the deplorable State and Condition 
ſeized me daily, 


ance of my Vows and Promiſes of becoming 
a New Creature. 
And now T 
my Knowledge) after this Manner: Morning 
and Evening I failed not to pray, and to read 
the Scriptures, and other Books which I took 
to be good ones, conſtantly going to the Pub- 
lick Worſhip if able; alſo reſolving to have a 
Care both of my Words and Actions, and to 
act juſtly by all Men; (that Part I thank God, 
no one can ever charge me with tLe contrary: :) 
And I thought I would walk very humbly be- 
fore the Lord, in order to become a New 
Creature; for he let me ſee that it was Holineſs 
he called for at my Hands, and that it was my 
Duty to perſevere therein, not for a Day, a 
Weck, a Month, or a Year; but if I would 
be laved, I muſt hold out to the End: And 
that it maybe ſo, is the daily Cry of my 555 
and hope will be ſo to the End of m 
that a Reſting- Place I may find with 0 7 Lord 
God, and the Lamb for ever. 

Now, notwithſtanding I ſet myſelf about 
ſtrictly to obſerve the aforeſaid Perform- 
ances, many Months had not gone over 


my Head, before I found a very ſtrange Al- 
teration and Operation in me, the like I had 
never felt before; the Foundation of the 
Earth began to be ſhaken in me, and ſtrange 
and wonderful it was to me, admiring what 


ſhould be the Cauſe thereof, hoping that now 
N being 


which called for Perform- 


began (according to the beſt of 


. | 
being found in the aforeſaid Practice, I ſhould 
witneſs Peace and Comfort : But behold the 
contrary, inſtead of Peace, Trouble and 
Sorrow, Wars and Commotions, with fright- 
ful Sights, and deeply diſtreſſed, fearing that 
my Condition was ſuch, that never was the 
like; not knowing that the Meſſenger of the 
Covenant was come, and coming to his Tem- 
ple, he whom my Soul had been ſeeking 
after; and that he muſt fit there as a Refiner”'s 
Fire, and as a Fuller with Soap, to clear his 
own Place, which was my Heart; which was 
defiled by the Uſurper, who had took up his 
Habitation there too long, Oh! it was a long 
Time indeed, that the Lord of Life and Glo- 
ry was kept out of his Habitation, though he 
long waited and knocked for an Enterance 
near twenty Years, in which Time there was 
much Fuel for the Fire, and much Work for the 
Refiner, whoſe ſkilful, as well as merciful 


Hand, preſerved me in the Furnace : For I 


thought the Bad Part in me was fo great, 
and the Good fo ſmall, that all would periſh 
together: For the Heat of that Fire in my 
Heart was ſo great and terrible, that my Roar- 
ings were not little; for, like David, I was 
ready to fay, My Bones were all out of Foint ; 
and in the Depth of Diſtreſs, the Enemy was 
very ſtrong with his Temptations. But Oh! 
the Kindneſs of God to me in that Day, let it 
never be forgot by me, or any of mine, while 
we have Breath to draw in this Life: Then did 
Succqur come in Time of Need; but the old 
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Adverſary was ſtrong, and not willing to loſe 


= 


his Habitation, and have his Goods ſpoiledz 
made Reſiſtance; but Chriſt the Stronger, 


overcame him in due Time, and caſt him out, 
and bleſſed be God, in a good Meaſure, ſpoil- 
ed his Goods. But Oh! the Struglings that I 
felt in thoſe Times, I hope never will be for- 
got; and my Deſire is, that theſe Zines of 
Experience may, and do believe they will, be 
of Service to ſome poor, diſtreſſed Traveller, 
that may have theſe Steps to trace through. 

Truly I have thought, that if I had met 
with the like Account of any that had gone 
through ſuch Exerciſe, it would have been 
ſome help to me. I ſearched the Scriptures 
from one End to the other, and read ſeveral 
Books, but I thought none reached my State 
to the full; the Third of Lamentations, and 
in the P/alms, and the Seventh of the Romans; 


theſe Scriptures did ſomewhat affect me at 


Times, whereby a little Hope would ariſe, 
thinking that theſe had paſſed through ſome- 
thing of it: But Oh! the Diſtreſs of that 
Day, indeed it was the Day of Jacob's Tou- 
ble: And Oh! the bitter Whiſperings of Sa- 
tan, and the Thoughts that paſſed through 
my Mind, ſuch as my very Soul hated ; yet 
ſuch was the Suggeſtions of the Enemy, that 
he would charge them upon me, as if they 
were my own: But the Lord, in his own due 
Time, gave me to ſee, That the Enemy was a 
Liar from the Beginning. 


And 
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And indeed had nota ſecret Hand of Powet 
ſupported me in this my bewildered State, I 
had ſurely fainted, and laid down in the 
Depth of Deſpair, if the Lord had not 
helped me: Days and Nights were alike to 
me; there was no flying from the Preſence of 
the Lord, and his Righteous Fudgments, which 
purſued me, and were now poured upon the F 
Man of Sin, and tranſgreſſing Nature in me, 
which had long continued, and took deep 
Rooting. Now was the Refiner's Fire felt to 
burn very hot, in order to burn up the Droſs 
and Tin, Oh! Happy Man, and Happy 
Woman, that doth thus abide the Day of his 
Coming; for ſure I am, bis Fan is in his Hand, 
and if Men will but ſubmit when he appears, 
he will thoroughly do that for them that no 
other can do, Purge the Floor, which is Man's 
Heart, where the Chaff is to be burnt. 

This is the Baptiſm that doth People good; 
the Lord bring Thouſands more in, and 
through this Inward Experience indeed, to 
make an Offering to God in Righteouſneſs ; 
for nothing ſhort of it will do, or ſtand in 
the Great and Notable Day of the Lord. 

After this Manner, did the Almighty in 
great Loving Kindneſs deal with me, his 
Judgments being mixed with Mercy to the 
unworthieſt of Thouſands. And as I conti- 
nued in Patience, and reſolving to preſs for- 
ward towards the Mark, tho' various was the 
inward States I paſſed through, yet by the 
Aſſiſtance of the Light of Chriſt, for without 
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it I had ſurely fell in the vaſt howling Wilder- 
neſs, where ſo many Dangers did attend, 
Here I came to read in the Myſtery, in the 
Goſpel Diſpenſation, what 1/ael of old paſſed 
through, while in Egypt's Land, and by the Red 
Sea; and their Travels through the Deeps, with 
their coming up on the Banks of Deliverance ; 
and likewiſe, their Travels through the great 
and terrible Wilderneſs, where the Fiery Ser- 
pents and Scorprons, and Drought were, where- 
in there was no Water, as in Deut. viii. 15. 

And marvellous it is to think, that ever I 
ſhould be preſerved through theſe Diverſities 
of States, and that altogether without the 
Aſſiſtance of any outward Inſtrument, as 
bletied be God many now have; tor J was (till 
under the Hireling Teachers, where I very 
frequently reſorted, and fain would I have 
ſettled there: And conſtant I was in reforting 
to the Steeple-Houſe, but ſorrowful I went in, 
and ſo I came out, Week after Week, and 
Month after Month, ſeeking the Living Lord 
among the dead Forms and Shadows, who is 
not to be found there. 

And well might it be fo with me, for want 
of my Beloved, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whom 
my very Heart and Soul deſited more than 
any outward Enjoyments: And grieved I was 
at my very Heart in that Day, to behold the 
Barrennefs of both Prieſt and People; I look- 
ed for ſome Fruits of Sobriety, eſpecially in 
the Time of Worſhip, but to my great Sor- 
row, I ſhould ſee ſome light and airy, with 
Actions of Pride; others rude and wanton, 
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and ſome a-ileeping; and ſo little Solidity, 
that I was often ready to ſay to myſelf, Is there 
no People that ſerves the Lord better than theſe ! 
For I obſerved with Sorrow, that they would 
be a talking of their Farms and Trades, till 
they came to the very Door of the Steeple- 
Houſe, and at it again as ſoon as they came 
out; which Thing I thought not well of : 
But ſtill I continued under my Exerciſe, grie- 
vouſly weighed down and bowed in my Spirit, 
wiſhing in the Morning, would to God it was 
Evening; and in the Evening for Morning; 
ſo great was the Horror I lay under, that J of- 
ten wiſhed I had never been born. 

But now it was not long, till I came to wit- 
neſs ſome Tenderneſs ſpring in my Heart, that 
had been ſo long hard; now I could weep in 
the Senie of my loſt and undone State; tor as 
yet I knew not where to look, or wait, for the 
Appearance of Chriſt, altho' I had felt all theſe 
inward Workings and Strivings in me. And 
when I felt a little Eaſe or Comfort, I felt 
it within; for indeed there was my Grief 
and Wound, not knowing that God was 
ſo near me, nor who it was that con- 
vey'd it to my Soul: For I thought that Ged 
was only in the Heavens above the Skies; for 
as yet the Scriptures were as a ſealed Book to 
me, and I knew not that he was ſo near me, 
as by his Light, to let me fee the Outgoings 
of my Mind, and the very Thoughts and In- 
tents of my Heart. But however at Times I 
felt a little Warmth in my Heart, anda 
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breathing to God on this wiſe; Oh! Lord, make 
me One of thy Fold, a Sheep of thy Paſture. Theſe 
Cries, and but little elfe, paſſed through my 
Heart, for many Months, to God ; for that 
was the firſt good Deſire that he begot in me, 
after he led me through Judgment for Sin ; 
then the Light, or Good Spirit of Chriſt, 
which is all One, let me fee plainly that I 
was not in Society with his Flock: Therefore 
the Cry remained ſtill, Lord, make me One of 
thy Fold, a Sheep of thy Paſture; for as yet I 
did not ſee who they were, nor where they 
were folded. 

But as I continued thus exerciſed, the Lord 
was pleaſed to diſcover to me his People, aſter 
many mournful Nights and Days ; but indeed 
it was a great Croſs to me, and great Suffer- 
ings I went through, before I could ſubmit 
to be counted a Foo! among/t the People of God, 
with whom now I have True Unity, and bleſs 
God for the Priviledge. 

But if any ſhould queſtion, and fay, How 
camelt thou to have theſe People diſcovered to ther 
by the Lord, as thou ſayeſt! Truly Friend, I 
give thee this Anſwer, and in much Simplicity 
and Integrity of my Heart: As I continued 
under the aforeſaid Exerciſe, it frequently ran 
through my Mind and Heart, go to the Qua- 
kers; and ſo intelligible it was to my Under- 
ſtanding, as if I had heard an outward Voice; 
but I was not haſty to giveup to that Motion, 
fearing, and doubting, leſt it ſhould be the 
Enemy of my Soul, to deceive and beguile 
D 3 me, 
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me, and lead me into Errors; and ſo conti- 
nued till going to the Publick Worſhip, (I 
mean to the Church of England) fo long, that 
at laſt no Peace nor Comfort could I find 


there, but ſtill the Voice followed me, go to the - 


Quakers ; but I ſtill lingered for the aforeſaid 
Reaſons. 'Then came into my Mind that 
Paſlage in the Tenth of the Acts of the Apoſ- 
tles, concerning Cornelius, how he had con- 
tinued a long Time in Prayers and Alms; an 


Angel from God was ſent to direct him, to 


ſend for Simon Peter, who was to inform him 
what to do. Theſe Scriptures opened plain in 
my Mind ; but notwithſtanding I had enough 
to reaſon within myſelf; for I reaſoned thus 
in my Heart: As for Cornelius, he had an 
Angel directed him, (not then knowing what 
an Angel was, which is a Miniſtring Spirit;) 
but as for me, what do I ſee, I only hear as it 
were a Voice within me, ſaying, go to the 
Quakers, and I may be deceived if I heed it: 
So I ſtrove againſt the Motions of the Spirit 
of TRUTH, not knowing I was come under 
that Diſpenſation, wherein God fpeaks now to 
us by his Son, in the Hearts of bis People. 

Yet ſuch was the Mercy and Love of God 
to me, that in this Time of my lgnorance and 
Infancy, he was pleaſed to wink, and in great 
Mercy itill followed me, as before-mentioned: 
So that I can truly ſay, that I witneſſed the 
Scripture to be fulfilled, wherein it is ſaid, In 
the Day of thy Power, thy People (hall be 
doilling. It was no leſs than the Power of God, 
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that conſtrain'd me to go and hear what Sort 
of Doctrine was by them preach'd, for I had 
never but once heard any of thoſe People 
preach, and that was about five or ſix Years 
before. And after a long ſtrugling and rea- 
ſoning, I went and enquired for a Quakers 
Meeting, and was inform'd of the Place and 
Day, to which I went when the Day came, 
not acquainting any Body where I was going, 
1,21ther had as yet opened my Condition to any 


one, nor could I; but when I came to the 


Meeting, there I ſaw a ſmall Number of Peo- 
ple waiting upon the Lord, and after ſome 
Time, a Servant of God ſtood up, and de- 
clared ſuch Things as J had never heard before 
from any, whereby my State and Condition 
was fully ſpoke unto; ſo that I could ſet to 
my Seal, that it was the TrxuTH; and the 
Pow that attended the Teſtimony, reached 
to the Witneſs of God in my Heart; and a 
Zeal for him was raiſed in me, by the Hopes 
that was begot in me, through the Preachin 
of the Word of TRUTH. Oh! bleſſed be 
that Arm of Power, that hitherto wrought 
ſo eminently for my Deliverance. 

When Meeting was over, I went away with 
Joy and Gladneſs of Heart, and my Under- 
ſtanding was in ſome Meaſure opened, and a 
Faith raiſed in me, that the Lord had a Regard 
ſtill unto me, foraſmuch as my Condition was 
ſo plainly opened by a Handmajd of the Lord 
that I had never ſpoke with, nor ſeen before : 
The Lord alone knew my Condition in that 
Time; and as I continued faithful to what he 


made 


30 
made manifeſt unto me, it pleaſed the Al- 
mighty One to make bare his Powerful Arm | 
for my Deliverance, through the many and 
various Exerciſes that I met withal for the | 
Goſpel ſake, in which I had now believed. | 

Soon after I received the TRurn, I met 
with other ſorts of Enemies, that the Old 
Adverſary had raiſed ; but for ever bleſſed be 
the God of my Life, that gave me Power and 
Dominion over my inward Enemies, deliver- 
ed me alſo from my outward ones, for which 
he ſhall have the Honour for ever. 

Now my going to Meetings being known, 
both in my Family and Neighbourhood, fome 
wicked Inſtruments did the Devil raiſe up, to 
ſet my Husband againſt me, whom I ihall 
have occaſion to ſpeak of more hereafter in, 
their proper Places. My dear Huſband, that Was 
% tender and loving to me all our Days till 
now, grew very unkind, and his Love all 
turned into Hatred and Contempt of me; 
which Trial was very hard for me to bear, 
trom one I fo dearly loved; but ſo it ſeemed f. 
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good to the Lord to ſuffer it, For to try me, 1 
whether ] loved any Thing better than himſelf. - 
Sometimes when J "Hh been going to dreſs Þ 
mylſelt to go to Mceting, my Huſband would 0 


take away my Clothes from me; but that I 
valued not, and would go with ſuch as I had, ( 
o that he ſoon left off chat; and many other 
Trials I met from him, which I think not 
proper here to mention. But one very cloſe 
Trial he put me to, and that was this: He (8 
being 


631) 


being pretty cool in his Temper, very ſeriouſly 
ſpoke to me after this Manner: Now 1 am 
come to a Reſolution in my own Mind what to 
do; if you do nos leave off going to the Quakers, 
I will ſell off all that I have, and pay every one 
their own, and go and leave you. This came 
cloſe to my very Life; and then alſo came 
the Saying of Jeſus into my Mind, He that 
ſeveth any Thing better than me, is not worthy of 
me. Then was I brought to the very Proof, 
whether I loved Chriſt Jeſus bet, or my Huſ- 
band; for now One of the two muſt have 
the Preheminence in my Heart, or the chief 
Room there: Now was the Time come in- 
deed, for the full Proof of my Love to God, 
Whether I could leave Father and Moeller, Bro- 
bers and Siſlers, veo, and a Huſband that IHA 
loved beſt of all, for Chriſt and the Goſpel fake. 
This was a Trial none can tell, but thoſe that 
come to witneſs the ſame, for thoſe Relations 
are very near ; and without an inviſible Sup- 
port, that reaches through theſe Things 19 
the Soul, it cannot be upheld under ſuch Trials : 
But where the Heart is True to Cod, being 
ſanctified and made clean by the waſhing of 
Regeneration, ſuch are enabled to deny them- 
ſelves, not of the Unlawſul Things only, but 
of the deareſt Lawful Things alto, for Chriſt's 
ſake and the Goſpel. 

My Huſband waiting what Anſwer I would 
make to what he propoſed to me as aforeſaid, 
(after ſome Time of weighing the Thing in 
my Spirit,) I anſwered with a true Concern 

upon 
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upon my Heart, after this Manner; Well 
Huſband, if it muſt be ſo, I cannot help it; 
giving him to underſtand, that I could not let 
go that Intereſt I had in God, through Faith 
in his Son, that was come to ſave me from my 
Sins, by complying with him, to refrain go- 
ing to worſhip God amongſt his People, that 
God hath ſo viſibly and ſo fully ſatisfied me he 
owned, and where I had felt and witneſſed 
his Preſence. But everlaſting Praiſes be given 
to his Name, when Hopes were raiſed in me, 
that through Faith in the Son of God, my 
Sins ſhould be pardoned for his Name Sake, 

Oh! then I could not let go this Intereſt in my 
Saviour, for the Love of a Huſband, tho' no- 
thing in this World, was ſo dear to me as m 
Husband. Many a fore Exerciſe the Lord ſuffer- 

ed him to inflict me with, which was as bitter 

as Wormwood and Gaul to me, for the Time 
they laſted, which I receiv'd as from the 7 
Lord's Hand in Kindneſs, to try how conſtant I 
would be in my Dependence upon him alone, 
when all in this World that was near and dear 
to me, was turned againſt me: Yea, Father 
and Mother, Brothers and Siſters; but nothing 
came ſo near me as my Huſband. 

When now I came to the Crols, and truly 
to take it up for Chriſt's Sake, then Perſecuti- 
on of divers forts I met with, but that of the 
Tongue was the hardeſt for me to bear, and a 
large Share I had of that, with cruel Mockings; 
but thanks for ever be to that Power that 
upheld me through all the groſs Abuſes, falſe 
Reports, Undervaluings, and Slightings I lay 

under ; 
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nder; the very Rememberance thereof bows 
my Heart, and humbles my Spirit, in the Senſe 
of the Kindneſs of God to me in that Day, 
that enabled me with Patience to go through 
all the Clamour of their Tongues, till it pleaſ- 
ed the Lord to remove out of the Way many 
of my Perſecutors and Slanderers; (ſome of 
them I may have occaſion to mention in its 
Place) whoſe Retuge of Lies the Lord hath 
ſwept away. | 

Now it being pretty much ſpread about, that 
I was turned Qzaker, the Prieſt of the Pariſh, 
whoſe Name was John Berrow, hearing of 
it, came to give me a Viſit, and amongſt the 
reſt of his Diſcourſe and Reaſonings with me, 
he was ſo hardy, as to venture to tell me, 
That the Quakers dented the Scriptures, and the 
Reſurrection, and the Man Chriſt Jeſus, that 
died without the Gates of Jeruſalem ; and that 
they only believed in a Chriſt that was in them. 
To which I anſwered, and ſaid, No, they do 
not ſay ſo, or preach ſuch Doctrine. To which 
he replied, If may be not yet, till they have got 
you, Goody Smith, ſaid he, You do not diſcern 
ihe Hook, or the Pill that is gilded: It is a 
dangerous Doctrine they hold, and damnable 
Hereſy they are in. To which I only replied, 
17 they deny Chriſt, 1 never will be a Quaker; 
and ſo he went his way. And after much 
Labour and Travel, both of Body, Mind, 
and Spirit, in ſearching the Scriptures, and 
comparing their Doctrine and Principles therc- 
E with, 


8 — — D 


(34) 
with, I found him to be a falſe Accuſer of 
both their Doctrine and Principles. 

Some Years after, I found a weighty Con- 
cern upon my Spirit, to go to his Publick 
Place of Worſhip, and charge him with this 
Falſhood, to clear the Profeſſors of the Truth, 
and my own Conſcience, (more of which I 
ſhall hereafter have occaſion to mention) and 
ſhall now proceed to ſay ſomething concern- 
ing thoſe Inſtruments afore-hinted of, that 
were the Authors of much Diſturbance.to my 


dear Huſband, and Exerciſe to me. 


The firſt was a Cook-Maid that lived with 


the Juſtice, whoſe Servant I formerly was my- 
ſelf, (as before mentioned in the Beginning of 


this Treatiſe) who now was my Landlord, my 


Huſband holding a Farm of him ; and ano- 
ther wicked Inſtrument was a Servant Maid 
of my own: Theſe two being both of a bad 
Spirit, matter'd not what Lies they made and 
reported of me: But the Lord diſcover'd their 
Wickedneſs, and my Innocency, in his own 
Time; worthy is he to be honoured and waited 
upon, faith my Soul for ever. And now came I 
to witneſs that Scripture fulfilled upon me, Re- 
port, and we will Report, My Maid, by her 
Lies and Stories, and deceittul Carriage to 
the Juſtice's Family, thought to have pre- 
ferred herſelf there, knowing it pleaſed the 
Juſtice's Wife to hear Stories concerning me, 
becauſe of the Di/ike ſhe had to the Quakers : 
But it was not fix Months after ſhe went from 
me, before ſhe was found to be a Thief, and 
ran 
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ran out of the Pariſh, and I never faw 
her more. As for the Cook-maid, ſhe in a 
very ſhort Time, came to much Poverty and 
Want, and often after I relieved her. 

Two others were very ſour to me, the 
one was the Juſtice's Wife, the other my 
Huſband's Mother, (made ſo by the two firſt 
mentioned Laſſes;) whoſe Stories and Lies 
had ſo filled them with bitter Unkindneſs to- 
wards me, that they very much hurt my 
Huſband, by ſetting him againſt me: The 
Juſtice's Wife eſpecially, cauſed me to go 
through much Exerciſe, but however it laſted 
not long, for in a few Months after I wascon- 
vinced, the went for London, where ſhe ſtayed 
ſome Time: Now the Time of her intended 
Return being come, the Coach was provided 
to fetch her home; Death ſtruck her, and ſhe 
died, and was brought Home dead. 

My Huſband's Mother being very full of 
Wrath and Bitterneſs towards me, I thought 
to have pacified her by Entreaty, and by ac- 
quainting her a little with ſome Part of my 
Exerciſe, and that 1 did not go to the Quakers 
in a ſtubborn Mind, or Self- will, nor with 
any ill Deſign of undoing my Huſband, as 
ſome reported. But when I began to ſpeak to 
her, ſhe flew into a bitter Paſſion, grievouſly 
reflecting upon me, ſaying, I would undo her 
Child, meaning my Huſband ; but I could by 
no Means gain her into any Moderation ; nor 
would ſhe hear what I had to ſay, but depart- 
ed from me, expretling herſelf in much Anger, 
E 2 after 
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after this manner: I will never endure you any 
more, and went Home; where ſhe ſoon fell 
fick and died, and was buried in leſs than a 
Week's Time. 

But the Enemy ſoon ſtirred up another, 
which was her Huſband, my Huſband's Fa- 
ther-in-Law, and he came one Time full of 
Prejudice againſt me, to our Houſe, and 
brought a great Book with him, and fat down: 
My Huſband ſoon came in, where they both 
ſet upon me, Reflecting upon the Quakers; 
whereupon I attempted to go out of Door, 
but my Huſband prevented me, for he placed 

himſelf by the Door, on purpoſe to hinder 
my going out. 

In thoſe Days I could not talk, or contend 
much for the TxuTH ; but bleſſed be God I 
was made willing to ſuffer for it many Ways; 
but that which was hardeſt for me to bear, 
was from my Husband, whom I loved as my 
own Life; we had not then been married 
above two Years, ſo that if God had not up- 
held me, I had fainted: The Loving Kind- 
neſs of God, I would have it be had in ever- 
laſting Rememberance by all Mortals, but 
more eſpecially by me, and all that ever be- 
longs to my Line. 

Now, {as I was ſaying) my e not per- 
mitting me to go out as J intended, the great 
Book was laid upon the Table, and they ſaid, 
VI lacked a Book to read, there was one for me 
to look in, and urged me to read it ; where- 


upon I took, it, and read a While to myſelf, 
but. 
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but J ſoon ſhut it up, and would read no more: 
I faw it to be a Piece of an Adverſary to 
TRUTH, and ſtuffed with Lies and Enmity ; 
and then took up the Bible in my Hand, and 
the firſt Place I caſt my Eye upon, was that 
Paſlage in the P/alms, where it is ſaid, It 7s 
better to truſt in the Lord, than to put Confi- 
dence in Man; yea, it is better to truſt in the 
Lord, than to put Confidence in Princes. Oh! 
| the Comfort that I felt in reading thereof; I 
am ſure, it was more to me than any outward 
Treaſure, for I found my Strength renewed, 
and Patience given me to bear all, and ſuffer 
| quietly. | | 

My Father-in-Law uſed many bitter Ex- 
preſſions, ſaying, That if he were my Huſband, 
| be would never ſee me want; inſinuating 
| thereby that he would leave me; my Husband 
| being then preſent, and having himſelf before 
threatened me with the ſame Thing. Then 
| my Husband's Father-in-Law began to Curſe 
| and Swear, for which I could not forbear repro- 
ving of him, and that in the Plain Language, 
and that enrag'd him, that he was like a mad 
Man, Curſing, and ſaying, Do not Thee and 
Thou me; and in a deſpiſing Manner faid, A 
Quaker! away with it: If you had been any 
Thing elſe; had you been a Baptiſt, and gone to 
hear them every Day in the Week, it had not 
been ſo bad as this, A Quaker! away with it. 
And again, ſaying, F you will not turn, 1 
will buy a Chain, and chain you to that Maple- 

Tree that ſtands in the Green: Adding, a 
| | there © 
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there you ſhall be glad to turn for Hunger, 
Abundance more might be mentioned, which 
I omit for Brevity fake ; but my poor Husband 
faid not much at that Time, only kept me 
within Doors, to ſee and hear what his Father- 
in-Law could do with me: But bleſſed be the 
Lord, it did not move me; and let all be encou- 
rag'd to truſt in that ancient Arm of Power, that 
never failed in Time of need, nor ever will, 
thoſe that have a ſingle Eye to his Glory; 
blefled be his Name for ever. 

Now it was not long e'er the Lord brought 
them both to a Senſe of their Error; for the 
next Time they met, my Father-in-Law told 
my Husband, Mat he was very ſorry for what 
he had ſaid and done to me, and that he would 
never do ſo more; neither indeed did he, but 
ever after was very loving and moderate 
to me; and ſuch an Impreſſion it had upon 
him, as to make him very moderate and re- 
ſpectful to all Friends he converſed with. And 
after ſome ſmall Exerciſe, which is not worth 
mentioning, my dear Husband's Love return- 
ed again, and continued to his Lite's End a 
loving and tender Husband, and an indulgent 
Father to our Children: And through the 
Lord's Goodneſs to him, he was convinced 
that it was the TRV TH I ſuffer'd for. And I 
do believe he died in the FATTH, aud is at 
Reſt with his God; for which, and all others 
his Mercies, let all that is within me, give him 
the Praiſe, | 


And 
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And now having been made an Experi- 
mental Witneſs of. the Dealings of the Lord 
with me, and paſſed through ſeveral States 
and Conditions, by, and through the Aſſiſtance 
of God's Power, it pleaſed the Lord to make 
me inſtrumental in his Hand, 7o ſpeak a Word 
in Seaſon, both in Publick and Private, to 
others that were in Exerciſe; and in my Obe- 
dience to the Motion of the Spirit of God, I 
found Peace and Strength, and Encourage- 
ment to perſevere; and was made a Witneſs 
of the many Wiles and Stratagems of the 
Enemy, ( ſomething thereot I may mention 
in its Place) both for a Caution, and for the 
information of the Young Travellers, that may 
have thoſe Steps to trace through, that it 
pleaſed the Lord to lead me in. 

But I may firſt make a little Obſervation 
upon the deceitful Spirit that 7% Berra, 
the Prieſt of the Parith of Watford, was led 
by, and acted from, to my Grief and Sorrow 
to behold, inſomuch that I felt a Concern to 
ſeize upon my Spirit, to go and reprove him 
publickly in his Worſhip-Houſe, for theſe 
falſe Accuſations following: That the Duakers 
denied the Scriptures and the Reſurrection, and 
the Man Chriſt Jeſus, that died without the 
Gates of Jeruſalem ; and that (as he ſaid) 7 
muſt only believe in a Chriſt within me: And 
for his going about /rom Houſe to Houſe, to 
frighten and diſcourage, and perſwade well- 
inclined People not to go to a Qyater's Meet- 
14 ; he finding the People declining from 


him; 
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him; for at that Time a good Thing was 
ſtirring among them, and many were enquir- 
ing after the Kindom of Heaven. 

I fay, ſor theſe Reaſons, I found a great 
Concern upon my Spirit, that the Way of the 
Lord, or his People, might not be miſrepre- 
ſented, or that the honeſt Enquirer might not 
be turned out of the Way. As this had reſted 
long and weighty upon my Spirit, I often cry- 
ed to the Lord to enable me faithfully to diſ- 
charge that weighty Concern which I ſaw he 
required at my Hand, of going to the pub- 
lick Place of Worſhip as aforeſaid, and for 
the afore-mention'd Service: And indeed, as 
the Concern was weighty, ſo I was not for- 
ward, leſt I ſhould be found to Run before I 
was ſent; therefore I waited patiently to be 
fully ſatisfied in the Matter, not only a Day, 
or a Week, but many Months; and then as 
my Concern grew heavier upon me, I gave 
up, begging the Lord to be with me, and to give 
me a full Miſſion for ſo weighty a Concern. It 
pleaſed the Lord to col firm it to me feveral 
Ways; yet notwithſtanding, as poor Gideon 
of old did, preſum'd to prove and try the Lord 
once more: So] ſaid in my Heart to the Lord, 
Oh Lord! If Thou wilt be pleaſed to ſend thy 
Servant Francis Stamper, to this Town to Mor- 
row, then TI ſhall be Confirmed. J had not as yet 
opened my Mind, nor told any Body what I 
ſaw I had to do, and it pleaſed the Lord 
to grant me my Requeſt, The Morrow 
came, which was the 31ſt of the Eighth 
Month, 
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Month, 1696, the Meeting Time came, and 
Friends going there, and Francis was not yet 
come; but I had Faith to believe he would. 
As I was going to Meeting with ſome Friends, 
felt a Stop in my Mind, and I id to them, 
That I would go back, and tarry for Francis 
Stamper; whereat the Friends ſmiled, becauſe 
he was but lately come Home from along Jour- 
ney. I did go back, and waited but a little Time 
before he came, and ſoon after he went into 
a Friend's Houſe. I very well remember his 
Words, (ſaid he) Oh ! How hath my Spirit been 
dragged hither: He added, I was late laſt 
Night at London, but muſt go to Southgate. 
There he had a Country-houſe, and the Watch 
was ſet when he came out of London. His 
Words I took good Notice of, but I faid no- 
thing to him of my Concern, till after Meet- 
ing; and coming to a Friend's Houſe, then 
it was that I told him what I had to do, and 
I aſked him, If he would go with me: To which 
he anſwered, after a While weighing the 
Thing in himſelf, 7 may go with thee, And in 
the Afternoon we both went to the Steeple- 
Houſe, and fat us down in the Alley againſt the 
Prieſt, and waited till he had done his Sermon 
and Prayer: Then I ſtood up, and ſaid to the 
Prieſt, Nezzhbour Berrow, I have a Quleſtion 
to aſe thee, and I do defire thee, and this Afſem- 


bly, to hear me; but he would not, and haſten- 


ed out, without hearing what I had to ſay. 
[ ſeeing him go fo haſtily away, apply'd my- 
ſelf to the People, and faid as followeth: 

| F John 
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John Berrow came to me, and ſaid that the 
Quakers world tel! me that I muſt deny the Man 
Chriſt Jeſus, that died without the Gates of Je- 
ruſalem, and that I muſt believe only in a Chriſt 
that was within me: And I bore this Teſti- 
mony to all preſent at that Aſſembly, ſay ing, 
We do own the Scriptures; and do jay, and be- 
leve, that there is not another Name given un- 
der Heaven, whereby any can be ſaved, but the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt, that died without the 
Gates at Jeruſalem, and was buried and roſe 
again the Third Day, and now ſitteth at the 
Right Hand of God, glorified with the ſame 
Glory he had with the Father, before the World 
began. Then I ſtopped, and Francis Stamper 
ſtood up, and would have ſaid ſomething to 
the People, by way of Advice, but one of 
the Church-Wardens (ſo called) with ſome 
others, came and compelled us both to go 
out; but I ſtepped upon one of the Seats, and 
acquainted the People, That we ſhould have a 
Meeting that Evening at our Mecting-Houſe, 
where all that were ſo inclined, might come; and 
bleſſed be God, a large and good Meeting it 
was, where the Glorious Preſence of the Moſt 
High was with us, and amongſt us. And 
good Service for his God, had that faithful 
Servant of the Lord, Francis Stamper, that 
Evening ; as alſo at many other Times here, 
and hereaways, where a great Openneſs was 
among the People, and many were convinced, 
bleſſed be God for all his Mercies: And in a 
freſh and lively Rememberance of this faith- 

| | : ful 
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ful Servant of the Lord, Francis Stamper, a 
Teſtimony ſprings in my Heart to leave be- 


hind me, vis. 
* HAT he was a Man given up in his 
Day, faithful to his God, and run to 
and fro on the Earth, for God's Honour, and 
the Good of Souls; rifing early, and lying 
down late: Induſtrious he was in God's Vine- 
yard, or the Harveſt Field; for the Lord had 
made him a ſkilful and laborious Workman ; 
a valiant Soldier indeed, who feared not the 
great and potent Adverſary : Eminent was that 


Glory which did attend this Man of God, my 
* 


Friend and Brother. 

I eſteem it a Mercy from the Lord to me, 
that I had the Privilege of being well acquaint- 
| ed with him in the Service of TkuTH, as 
well as in Meetings; where I, with many 
Thouſands more, have been refreſhed under 
his living Teſtimonies, which have dropped 
upon the tender Plants like Dew, or the ſmall 
Rain that nouriſhes the tender Blades. Oh! 
the Rememberance of it often affects my 
Heart, and the Lord greatly bleſſed his La- 
bour of Love; for by that Power that attend- 
ed his Miniſtry, many were turned from 
Darkneſs to Light, and from Satan's Power 
to God. 

He was a Man of a tender Spirit, and tho' 
not advanc'd in Years, yet was as a tender 
Nurſing Father; for many are Witneſſes how 
ready and willing * all Occaſions he was, 
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to go at any Seaſon, to viſit thoſe that were in | 
Diſtreſs, either in Body or Mind, having a l 
Word ſuitable to their ſeveral States and Con- \ 
ditions: And often was the broken Hearted ( 
bound up, and the Sin-ſick-Soul encouraged. \ 
Great was the Sorrow and Mournings for f 
the Loſs of ſuch an Inſtiument; my Eyes 1 
| running down with Tears before the Lord, ( 
| but not as without Hopes; for my Hope is f 
[ firm in the Living God, and I have Faith to t] 
| believe, that he will raiſe up to himſelf more a 
| Witneſſes and faithful Labourers, in the Room 0 
| of thoſe he hath been pleaſed to remove and p 
| take to himſelf out of this evil World, and the 1 
| Troubles thereof, as he hath done this his a] 
1 Servant, who is gone in Peace, and enter'd tc 
into that Reſt which God hath prepared for T 
the Righteous; tho as to his Age, it may be t 

ſaid, he was as in his Prime. 
And now in the Cloſe of this ſhort Teſti- Ir 
mony, for my Dear Friend, and Fellow-La- V 
bourer, in the Work of the Miniſtry, J muſt al 
fay, it is the Lord, and he is worthy to do e\ 
whatever he pleaſeth; and all that he doth is th 
well done ; for he gives and he takes away, A 
bleſſed be his Name for evermore, faith my h; 
Soul, | fa 
ALICE HAYES, 4 
And after the Lord had many ways tried me V 
with Exerciſes of divers Sorts, (ſome of which he 


{have already mention'd) he was now pleaſed C! 
to prove me further by Perſecution for Tithes, ev 
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both in the Spoil of Goods and Impriſonment, 
being taken away from my Farm and Family, 
which was pretty large, and five Fatherleſs 
Children, and committed to A/han's Goal, 
where I was kept Priſoner about thirteen or 
fourteen Weeks, and had ſeveral Scores of 
Pounds Worth taken from me in Corn and 
Cattle, by the Prieſt and Impropriator, becauſe 
for Conſcienceſabe I could not pay to ſupport 
that Worſhip, which in Conſcience I believe, 
and am convinced, not to be acceptable with 
God, neither that Anti-chriſtian Yoke and Op- 
preſſion of Tithes in this his Gofpe/ Day; and a 
Teſtimony lives in my Heart, to encourage 
all thoſe that are convinced of God's Truth, 
to be faithful in that Matter, and indeed in all 
Things that the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt ſhews 
them to be evil. 

I mention my Sufferings not in any boaſt- 
ing way, but for the Encouragement of the 
Weak; for he that bore up my Head under 
all my Trials and Exerciſes, will bear u 
every ſincere Soul, and honeſt Hearted one, 
that deſires faithfully to do the Will of God: 
And J bleſs him in my very Heart, that he 
has counted me worthy to ſuffer for his Name- 
fake; and of a Truth I can ſay, he never 


Juffer d any Exerciſe, but he aſſiſted me with 


Power and Patience to go through it; and his 
Word have I witneſſed fulfilled, « Huſband he 
hath been to me, and a Father to my Fatherlejs 
Children : Worthy is he of all Praiſes, and for 
ever to be confided in, faith my Soul. 
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And it is my Deſire that all Friends, both 
Rich and Poor, may be faithful to God in all 
his Requirings, and in that of Tithes of both 
Kinds, whether it be to Prze/t or Impropriator, 
for they are all one in the Ground, and are 
demanded and recovered by the fame Law, 
as may be ſeen in the Statute of Henry the 
Eighth, whereby they Sue for God and holy 
Church, an old Popiſb Law which they Sue by. 
And foraſmuch as we are now, bleſſed be 
God, under the Goel, Diſpenſation, wherein 
| God hath begun to work by his Great Power, 
4 againſt that Spirit and Power of Antichriſt, 
that denies the Coming of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, I ſay, let all ſuch know, both Gzvers 
and Receivers of Tithes, that God's Determi- 
nation 1s, To turn and overturn; and in his 
own due Time, my Faith is, that he will 
bring down that Antichriſtian Yoke and Op- 
preflion of Tithes, that his Innocent People 
haye long ſuffered under. 

And l further believe, had all been faithful 
that have been convinced of the Evil thereof, 
and ſtood firm to their Teſtimony, by patient- 
ly ſuffering in the Meek Spirit of the Lamb, 
that ravening, devouring Spirit, had been well 
nigh famiſhed; and the Conſumption deter- 
mined by God Almighty, would have been 
much more on that Spirit of Perſecution by 
this Time. But Oh! as it was of Old, ſo it 
is now, Unfaithfulneſs makes the Work go on 
lowly, and the Fourney more tedzous : But 
bleſſed be God, there is a ſmall Ran; 

that 
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that are fully given up to follow their True 
Shepherd Chriſt Jeſus, who is now come in 
the Power of his Spirit, and is revealed in a 
Remnant, who are thereby enabled to ſtand as 
Witneſſes for God, againſt all the Hireling 
Preachers and Time-Servers of all Sorts: For his 
Purpoſe is, to jet the Son on the Top of all Hills, 
and Mountains of Shews, and Shadows of Religion ; 
and by the Aſſiſtance of that Grace that iscome 
by Chriſt Jeſus, many more will be raiſed to bear 
Witneſs to the Free Miniſiry of the Lamb of 
God, is my firm Belief: And happy, yea, thrice 
happy, will every Man and Woman be, that 
ſerves God with all their Hearts, and all their 
outward Subſtance too, if he calls for it. Oh! 
let no one with-hold back, or keep any Thing 
the Lord requires, but remember, the Earth 
7s the Lords, and the Fulneſs thereof ; and the 
Cattle on a Thouſand Hills are his, and be knows 
what we need. And it a Time.of ſtripping from 
theſe outward Enjoyments 1s ſuffered, it is but 
for a Trial of our Faith. Oh! that not one 
that may be deeply tried, may faint, or diſ- 
truſt the Lord, whoſe Care, and whoſe Eye 15 
over the Righteous, and his Ean 1s open to their 
Prayers. And as all come to truſt in his 
Name, minding the preſent Time with Con- 
tent, ſure I am, the God of Iſrael will care 
for them, and appear in a Way, and by a 
Means they think not of: So that he will be 
found a God at Hand, and a preſent Help in 
every needful Time. Therefore let all truſt 
in him, that fear his Name : For Life is more 

than 


(43 ) 
Meat, and the * than Rai ment; but they 


that truſt in him, he will give to every ſuch a 
one, Life for the Soul, and Bread for the Body: | 
As he hath done for me in a wonderful Man- 
ner, bleſſed be his great Goodneſs for ever. 
And here it may not be unfit to mention 
ſomething of my own Suffering on the Ac- 
count of Impropriation, for the Information 
of ſome that have heard a Report thereof, q 
and may be miſinform'd : For a true State of 
the Matter, I am concern'd to publiſh this, n 
that thereby none may be deceiv'd, to ſay, or 
do that which may bring Trouble upon them- 
ſelves; for ſome have taken the Liberty to re- 0 
flect upon me on one Hand, and ſome on the 
other: The Lord forgive them, for I do. 
And now to proceed: The Impropriation of]! 
Watford ſeem'd differing from moſt, if not all in 
England, in this Particular; it was a Dowry off 
the Lady Eſſex, and no Part of it either belongs | 
to the Church or Prieſt, and through Ignorance 
Friends ſcrupled not the Payment of it, not 
knowing it to be Tithes in the Ground, and 
that it is upon the ſame Bottom as other 


Tithes, and granted and maintain'd by the“ 
fame Power, and recover'd by the ſame Law: 
I fay we ignorantly paid it, till it pleaſed the Fe 
Lord to open our Underſtandings, as I may] 
hereafter relate. It was Cuſtomary with the = 


Collectors of this Impropriation, to contract 
with us that rented Farms, for ſo much Mo-! 
ney to be paid Yearly, and the Contract which] ©*** 
my Husband had made, and ſign'd with the 
Collectors ſome Time before his Death, being 


noV 


— —— Gg—— 928 — w_—_ — g_—_— ö—B( ¹ 2 CG 
4 — — 


_—— —— — —— — — — —— 
- 


049) 
now expir'd, they came to me to renew it with 
them, to which I conſented: And after it was 
done, a Fear voſleſs'd. me, leit that I had 
done what was not Right in the Sight of God, 
_ much Reaſonings ] had in my Mind about 
it; and the Concern grew heavier BOON my 
Mind and Spirit, and in great Fear and Tron- 
ble I continued many Days and Weeks, ear- 
neſtly crying to the Lord, for a clear Sight 
and Underſtanding of his Mind and W ill, 
concerning this Matter of Impropriation, that 
might anſwer his Requirings upon a good 
Bottom, and then if Sufferings came, 1 was 
lully given up to the Will of God. 

On the other Hand, a Fear was upon my 

leart, left I ſhould do that which the Lord 

required not at my Hand, and thereby bring 
Sorrow and Sufterings upon myſelf an- d Fami- 
iy, and not find Peace in the End. Great 
was iny Trouble, and many Nights and Days 
ot Sorrow 1 had, which brought me very 
weak in Body, near unto the Grave: For to 
fer for Suffering vake, I never deſired; and 


to ſuffer for Well- -doing, the Lord knew my 


Heart to be wholly givenup to his WIII: Only, 
Lords, let me be fully at: ed that I ſiiſfen for 
Vell doing. This was my carneſs Supplicati- 
on, and in his own Time he was pleaſed to 
anſwer my Prayers, and fully to Kia) me: 
And ] bleſs God that gave me Power chear- 


tally to go through all my Sutterings upon that 


Account, 
( A nd 
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And I would have all know, that I had no 
other End, or Deſign, but God's Honour, and 
my own Peace, which I valued more than all 
outward Enjoyments that this World can af- 
ford, This is a fincere Account why I paid, 
and why I refuſed ; let the Judgments of Men 
be what they will, I have Peace with my 
God, and he ſhall have the Praiſe for ever. 
And the Way it pleaſed the Lord to ſatisfy 
me herein, was after this Manner: It open'd in 
my Mind to get a few Friends together, to have 
the Matter of Impropriation fully diſcourſed 
upon; and there were two ſenſible able Friends, 
that diſcours'd the Matter, the one for paying 
it, the other againſt it. Note, He that was 
for paying of it, did not then ſee it to be the 
ſame with Tithe, becauſe it paid no Prieſt, nor 
any Part of it belong'd to the Church (ſo called ;) 
but the other Friend ſo plainly proved it to be 
the ſame in the Ground, that I was fully ſa- 
tisfied, and all the reſt that were at the Meet- 
ing: And the Friend that oppoſed the other, 
was himſelf convinc'd, and ſince refus'd to 
pay it, and faithfully ſuffer'd for the ſame. 
The greateſt Part of the foregoing being 
writ ſome Years ago, and having ſince ſeen 
much of the Wonders of the Lord in the 
Deep, and finding a Concern upon my Mind, 
to add ſomething as the Lord ſhall enable, for 
theEncouragement of my Offspring, for whom 
I travel in Spirit, and for all the Babes and 
Lambs of God, and for the Mourners in Sion, 
who go heavily on; I fay, for the Sake of theſe, 
] 
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I am made willing to ſay a little more of the 
Kindneſs of God to the Workmanſhip of 
his Hand, and to call to Faithfulneſs from a 
deep Senſe of the Need there is of it. And 
this I muſt ſay, and that in the Bowedneſs of 
my Spirit, that I have no Might of my own, 
nor Power, nor Ability, but what he ſhall be 
pleaſed to'give me: And let nothing be attri- 
buted to that Monſter Selãß, which too often 
appears both in Preachers and Writers, which 
proves like the Fly in the Ointment of the 
Apothecary. And do heartily pray, that I may 
waſh my Hands in Innocency, and be preſerved 
clean from that Fault, that God only may 
have the Praiſe, who is the Author of all 
Good, and that from me and every Creature 
that hath any Breath of Life in them: For 
wonderful has been his Fayours and Mercies 
to me, above Thouſands; One half of his 
Mercies I am not able to ſet forth. 

And what I have ſeen and felt, this Year, 
(1708, is unutterable, being a Year wherein 1 
was led into the Deeps, and beheld much of 
the Wonders of the Lord, more abundantly 
than I am able to expreſs ; neither indeed do 
Jas yet ſce it ſo fully required at my Hand; 
therefore ſhall only give the Lord his Praiſe, 
and admire his Wonderful Doings, for I can 
truly ſay, 1t is marvellous in my Eyes. 

And when very weak in Body, I have been 
led by the Hirit in the low Valley of deep 
Humility, wherein I have been overcome with 
Admiration, beholding þ7m that was greater 
G 2 than 
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than Solomon : And ſurely as there is a com- 

ing into a near Communion with Gi the 
Lord, there will be very 17 Abaſement in 
the Creature, where all Fleſh will be brought 
to Silence in h his Preſence, that his Voice may 
be heard, and his Goings ſeen in the Temple, 
and with what M ajeſty he appears there. On! 
excellent it is, and very Glorious to behold ; 
and that my Soul may dwell before him, is 
what with great Humility and Tears I beg at 
his bounntifal Hand: And in the ! Living Faith 
that crowns with Victory, | have a Hope in 
me, that as I continue in well- doing to the 
End, for His Son's ſake, I ſhall arrive at the 
defircd Port and Haven of R eſt, where all the 
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Righteous ding 114 elrnt for evermote 

It pleated the Lord to make known his 
7 5 211 . — — *** 
Truth to me, about, or 11 the Year 1680, by 


that Servant al and Handmaid of the Lord, w hoſe 
and without 
boaſting, can truly fay from that Time to 

this, J have been very careful to obey his Ho- 
iv Mind and Will, as it hath been made mani- 


/ 


* 7 
Name was F/:2aberh an ber; 


Feit to me, and to the Praiſe of his Holy 
Name I ſpeak it. And for the Encourage- 
ment of others to Taithtulneſs, I never fince 
I knew the Lord, went one Day without his 
Preſence, more or leſs ; fo that bleſſed be God, 
i have had no Compile ainins in my Streets; for 
i have ſaid, and do fay, if there was no Fu- 
e Reward, that the prejent Comfort of Obe- 
dierce. is. ſufficient Encoutagement to the 
BHildren of Men to tear God, and keep his 


Commands; 


Commands: And hots that do, may well 
live thereby, that is by the Life of the Son of 
God, tor he is come indeed that we may Have 
Life, and it is in the Obedience that the 
Aboundings of it is known. And this great 
Rindneſs of God to Mankind, is not by an 
Merits of ours, but his great Mercy for his 
Son's fake; through his previous Blood and 
Merits, we have all theſe preat Benefts which 
do accrue to both Soul and Body, in our Sub- 
miſſion to his Yoke, and in learning = him 
who was the Pattern in every Age. {Yiofes in 
the Mount, did his Work according to the 
Pattern, by the Wiſdom of our God; and Do- 
41d his Servant, gave Orders unto his Son H. 
ſamon and the Elders, how to carry on, an 
Dulld that great Houſe which was in its Ti ume. 
Eut now how much more Glorious is this 
8 tion of Light and Grace, which 
[nines from the 8% himſelf, the expreſs Image 
ofthe Father, into our Hearts, whereby We may 
now ſee our Way, and follow the Pattern, and 
nerd not to tumble where Thouſands bare 
fallen; and ſome have ſtuck too faſt in Form, 
and Shews of good Things, which were but 
Shadows, becauſe the oubitance, the Pattern 
by the Spirit, which is ſufficient to teach al! 
Things neceſſary for Eternal Salvation they will 
not come unto: Therefore it Men will ſtum- 
ble here, it muſt be, becauſe 7hey love Dark- 
nefs rather than Light, and to be in Egypt a 
Slave, under Pharaoh Spiritually, then to come 
where Light and Good is to be enjoyed. 
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Oh! What ſhall be ſaid to ſtir up the Sons 
of Men, that they may be awakened, and no 
longer Sleep in the Bed of Ignorance, Oh! 
Ariſe, and come away to the School of Chriſt, 
who is this Pattern I have been ſpeaking of: 
A Meaſure of his own Pure Spirit, he hath 
given to every. one, that they may learn there- 
by, and read inwardly, and to ask fo as to 
receive, For what is asked by Faith, and in 
the Meaſure of his Spirit, he will ſurely anſwer 
in his own Time, which is always the beſt : 
For as Times and Seaſons are in his Hands, 
ſo he, in his Wiſdom, knows when it will 
be beſt to deliver the Creature out of Trouble, 
and bring Honour to his own Name, who is 
worthy of all Praife; for he is an All-ſeeing 
God, and no Affliction or Trouble can be hid 
from Him, yet he will be ſought unto and wait- 
ed on; and they that know him, will truſt 
in him; for theſe know him to be a God at 
Hand, and a preſent Help in the needful Time; 
as my Soul hath witneſſed, Glory to his wor- 
thy Name for evermore. 

Oh! 
Hands theſe Lines may come, let me prevail 
upon you to be in earneſt for your Souls welfare, 
while Health and Strength of Body is afforded 
you; that you may ſeek God with all your 
Hearts; that you may come to the very Know- 
ledge of the TRUTH, as it is in Jeſus Chriſt; 
and come to witneſs an Acquaintance with 
him, by waiting on him Cds, that 
when the Time of Weakneſs takes hold on 

your 


you Children of Men, into whoſe 
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your outward Man, and no worldly Means 
will avail you, that then you may know the 
Angel of his Preſence to ſtand by you till 
Death: This will be more Foy than Ten Thou- 
ſand Worlds at that Hour. Oh! the Strength 
of Love; ſurely the Love of God is to the 
Children of Men, that they may prize Time 
while they have it, to make all Things ready 
that appertains to Eternal Life: This is to 
anſwer the End of our being in this World, 
which is to G/orify God, and to work out our 
„ un Salvation with Fear and Trembling, which 
11 W muſt be done (if ever) in the Time afforded 
unto Men for that End. 

Wherefore be wiſe ye Children of Men, and 
come and learn of Chriſt, and follow him; 
for he ever gained the Victory, and hath all 
Power in Heaven and Earth committed to 
him ; and therefore reſolve by the Help of his 
Grace, to follow on wherever he will lead 
vou: For aſſuredly, he will give you Power 
to treat on Scorprons, and to keep under every 
ul Spirit. And in your Obedience, you will 
ofe be watchful in the LIGHT, by which 
vail vou may fee every Appearance of Evil, and 
are, chen to reſiſt it, by the Aſſiſtance of the Hirit, 
ded and not to let it in, or give it any Entertain- 
our ment; remembering, that you are Soldiers 
5w- under the Banner of the unconquered Captain, 
3ſt ; Þ Chriſt Jeſus, who always ſtood by his in every 
with Age: So that in Faithfulneſs they always went 
that Hut of the Field, (this World I mean) tho! it 
| on I hath been a Bloody Field, where the Saints 
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and Martyrs have ſealed their Teſtmonies with 
their Blood, for our Cod and the Lamb, who 
was their Ca :ptain, aud that brought them off 
with Victory, bearing the Marks of the Follow- 
ers of Jeſus, Oh! 8555 wonld not be a Fol- 
lower of the Lord, who car help both out- 
wardly and inwardly, all that that ſtand for 
him, and the Honour of ds Name; whoſe 
Name is a Tower of Sat: * and hath ſtood 
in its own Fower, againit ine Battering-Rams, 
and He-Goats, that the Dor vil hath rais'd in 
every Age as Inftrun:ents, to puſh at the Saints 
and Childre of God up and down, fo 
as they have had but little Eaſe jn the 
World; for either 7/moct, or Cain, or the 

Egyptian Nature of THe Uncircumcrſed Phi- 
liſtian, or Heroa, | 1 the Life when 
but young, hath been be So that in every 
Diſpenſation, the Bad A and do ſtill 
trouble the Good ; Yea, he Li i 75 for tearing 
of the Lamb, and the Hef is a hunting far his 
Evening Prey But Glory to God, the True 
Shepherd is known, and his Power felt, in 
which the Righteous. have truſted, and do to 
this Day: And the Living can now fay, 17 15 
the [ame as it was in the Beginning; and as a 

2nopy over the Righteous; a ſafe hiding 
Place in Time of Trouble, when lnftrumedl 
of Cruelty are Jet looſe, and greedy to do 
Miſchief: Like Whelps, led on by that 
greedy Dog the Devil, who is for tearing and 
pulling down all that he may, or can, into 
his Kennel, or Den of Darkneſs, where all 
Kat 
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that do his Work muſt go, if there is not a Rez 
penting in Time, For the Wages of Sin is 
Death. 3 

And it will ſtand good for ever againſt 
Evil Doers of all forts, that love fooliſh Va- 
nities and Luft, which warreth againſt the 
Soul: And ſuch as Swear, or Lie, or Cheat, 
or commit Adultery, or lead a Life in an 
other Evil, let me prevail with them to Repent, 
and forſake the Evil of their Ways, and the 
Sins that ſo eaſily beſet; which are the Sins 
they are moſt addicted to, and do the Devil's 
Drudgery no longer; for he is an ill Maſter, 
and his Wages that he gives, are ſuch as he 
has for his own Doings; that is, Death and 
Damnation muſt be his Servants Puniſhment, 
from the Hand of the Righteous and Juſt 
Judge of Heaven and Earth, who will do 
juſtly by every Creature; and according to 
every Man's Doings, will his Reward be. 
Therefore all that are at a diſtance from God, 
by Reaſon of Evil, put it far away by true 
and timely Repentance, that you may know 
what it is to be Vaſbed with the Water of Rege- 
neration, and cleanſed from Sin, and the Spots 
thereof, by the Blood of the Lamb: That fo 
you may come to witneſs the Renewings of 
his Favonrs, which will be as the Balm of Gi- 
lead, that will heal the Wound to the Bottom, 
and be made ſtrong thereby, and fit for the 
Service of Chriſt our Lord, who is the beſt 
Maſter that'ever Man or Woman ferv'd, who 
gives Eternal Life : But all that come to him, 
| H muſt 
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muſt believe that he is a Rewarder of them 
that diligently ſeek him, and therefore 
cannot ſerve two Maſters; for they muſt 
renounce the Devil their old one, and all his 
Works, with the Pomps and Vanities of this 
World, and like a good Soldier, follow the 
Captain in all Perſeverance, through Good Re- 
ports and Bad Reports, and keep to the Stan- 
dard, the Hirit of TRUTH ; which if you do, 
you may pray to the Giver for what you ſtand 
in need of, let it be Bread for Soul or Body 
or Faith, or Hope, or Courage, or the Ar- 
mour of Light, or whatever elſe your Wants 
may be: Take Courage and aſk, and you 
ſhall receive double Comfort for all you have, 
or ſhall undergo, for Chriſt's Sake and the 
Goſpel; and the Life which you have loſt, 
which you had in Vanity and Evil, you, in 
the Room of it, ſhall find a Life a hundred 
fold exceeding it, in Peace and inward Joy by 
the Holy Spirit, in your Submiſſion to the 
Will of God, who hath called you with a 
high Calling, that you ſhould hear his Son, 
the Pattern, and obey him in all Things unto 
the End; then be a good Soldier, like that 
bleſſed Apoſtle Paul, who fought the good 
Fight, and kept the Faith, and went out of 
this bloody Field bravely. Oh faithful Sol- 
diers! Come on, and be not fearful nor 
faint Hearted, becauſe a Woe attends ſuch ; 
but be Valiant and Zealous for TRUTH on 
Earth, according to that Knowledge God 
ſhall give you: And here you will then be 

found 
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59 
found improving your Talents, whether it 
be Five, Two, or One, however ſmall, it be- 
ing in the Bank, which is your Hearts, and 
they being tinctur'd and ſeaſon'd with the 
Grace of God, your Delight will be in the 
Treaſury, and you will witneſs an Increaſe in 
that which will do you good in the End of 


your Warfare, let it be long or ſhort. 
In Faithfulneſs all will end well; God is the 


| ſame as ever he was, and his Care over his 


Children and People, the ſame as ever it was 
in any Age: I ama Witneſs of it, a poor 
Worm, or unprofitable Servant; for if I have 
obeyed his Command, it is but what was, 
and is my reaſonable Duty: And the Scrip- 
tures are verified, where it is ſaid, his Eye 18 
over the Righteous, and his bleſſed Ear is open to 
their Cry: For he is the God and Father of 
Mercies, and delights to meet with his own 
to do them good; becauſe he takes no pleaſure 
in afflicting the Children of Men, further than 
to bring them into Subjection to his Son; and 
they thereby come to know the Son- ſhip State, 
and not that of a Baſtard: That thereby all 
may come to learn Submiſſion to his Heaven- 
ly Will; whoſe Will is, that all Men every 
where repent, and come to the pune. of 
the TRUTH, and be ſaved with an everlaſting 
Salvation; ſaved from Sin, and the Wrath 
due to the ſame. This is Freedom indeed, 
to be made free by the Lord of all Power, 


who ſaid to the Jews, / the Son make you free, 
then yeu are free indeed. Ohl that Men would 
long 
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long for this Freedom, and believe in the 
Sufficiency of that Grace that is come by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and appears in the Heart to convince 
Men of Sin in its firſt Budding, that by the 
Strength of this Grace, it may be cruſhed as 
the Cockatrice Egg, and not conceiv'd, or 
receiv'd in the Mind or Heart, and fo bro 
forth. No, no; but caſt out by the Aſſiſtance 
of the Spirit, which is all one with the Grace 
of God, that thou may witneſs the Effects of 
the Grace and Coming of Jeſus, which is in- 
deed, to ſave People from their Sins, that they 
that will be his, and believe that he has all 
Power committed to him in Heaven and Earth, 
and had the Victory in full over the World, 
the Fleſh and the Devil ; and therefore can, 
and doth give Power to all that thus believe in 
his Name: For certain, ſtronger is he that is 
in us, to wit, Chr:/# by his Spirit, than he that is 
in the World; and more powerful is Jeſus to 
fave, then the Devil to compel Men to Sin; for 
he can but tempt, and it was by yielding to 
his Temptation, that brought the Miſery upon 
our firſt Parents; and yielding to him, is the 
Cauſe of Miſery ſtill. 

And I do obſerve, the Second Adam, the 
Lord from Heaven, the Reſtorer of Mankind, 
did not ſay, that we ſhould not be tempted, or 
bave no Onfet in the Field, where this Uſurper 
gocth, and hath his Food, which 1s in the 
Earth, and the Duſt thereof, And he that 
was ſo bold. as to approach ſo near, as to 
tempt the Lord of "_ no doubt but 1 

W1 
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will aſſault his Followers: And the Lord ho 
well knew what we ſhould meet with, ad- 
vis d and counſel'd, fo watch and pray, that 
awe enter not into Temptation; which was as 
much as if he had faid, / any Thing that is 
Evil trouble you, touch not with it; but pray 
to me, and I will aſſiſt you : So that it will be 
the Lord that worketh this Deliverance ; God 
muſt have the Praiſe, who is worthy ; for his 
own Works praiſe him, becauſe they are 
wonderfully made manifeſt in this Age of 
the World, after fo long and dark Night of 
Apoſtacy, bleſſed be God, the Great Being, 
who is the Spirit of Light and of Purity, and 
hath now eminently broken forth by his Son, 
to enlighten the Children of Men in the right 
Place, that is, In the Heart and Inwards Parts, 
by his Spirit, and Great Power, that hath been 
ſtronger than the Power of Darkneſs; To 
the pulling down and ſpoiling of the Works 
of the old Adverſary, the Uſurper, yea, and 
to bind him and caſt him out, and ſo fit the 
Creature, and make clean the Infide by his 
poliſhing Power, for his Heavenly Building, 
as a Stone, or a Pillar, in this his latter Houle, 
which God is building of living Stones, tho' 
diſallowed of by the Worldly Wiſe of this Day, 
but approved of God; who is the Chief Corner 
Stone of this Building, and Lord of All, and 
over All; who will fit every Thing fo in Or- 
der, that it will be put together compleatly, 
without the Sound, or help of carnal Tools, or 
FT Inſtruments 
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Inſtruments of Man's deviſing, or Contri- 
vance. 

And as the Workman is all Wiſe, and his 
Works all Good, ſo it will tend to every one's 
Good, that comes to be rightly concerned in 
Mind and Spirit, as ſome of old were, as we 
may read in the holy Scriptures, who ſaid, 


What ſball we do, that we may work the Works 


of God? And the Anſwer was by one that 
well knew, This is the Work of God, that ye 
believe in him whom God hath ſent. Oh! it is 
a Matter of Sorrow, to think that Men and 
Women ſhould be ſo backward in their Belief 
on the Son of God, in his Spiritual Appear- 
ance in the Heart; but bleſſed be God, a Rem- 
nant have believed, and thereby can cry Abba 
Father, becauſe he hath done that in them, 
and for them, by the Operation of his mighty 
Power, that no other could do; and thereby 
we know, That the Son of God is come, and 
has given us an Underſtanding, that we may 
know him that is true, even Chriſt in us, the 
Hope of Glory; which is as an Anchor ſure 
and ſtedfaſt, that never failed, when the Wind 
blew, or the Rain deſcended, and Floods of 
Affliction ſwelled high: No, no, it never fail- 
ed, for the Foundation is a tryed one, an im- 
moveable Rock in every Age; all that have 
built on it, and ſo continued, have ſtood faſt 
and ſure; when thoſe that have built upon the 


Sand, have ſuffered great Loſs, when Time 


here is at an End, and their Foundation comes 


to be tryed, and found to be but Sandy. 


Oh! 
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Oh! it will be dreadful, 70 go hence. out of 
Time, into Eternity, and that in the Diſplea- 
ſure of an angry, yet long- ſuffering, juſt God, 
who will be juſt in all his Doings, and ren- 
der to the Fookſh Virgins and Sandy Builders, 

and Slothful Servants, a Reward according to 

their Doings, and the Sentence pronounced 

as it is in the Scripture, Depart from me, ye 
Workers of Iniquity, I know you not. Oh! the 
Senſe of it makes my Heart to melt within 
me, to think how diſmal a State it is, to be ba- 
niſhed from the Preſence of a Glorious God, 

who long ſtrives with Men by his good Spirit, 

to reform them, that thereby they might be 

* as the Wiſe Builders. But Oh to be lamented ! 

2 Too too many have refuſed the Offer of his 

n, Love, and have choſen their own Ways, and 

ty hated to be reformed; therefore great will 

dy be the Condemnation of ſuch, and dreadful will 

nd | the Worm gnaw, when Men conſider how 

ay Time is over, and all Means of Grace is quite 

he ! gone. Then ſhall ſuch fee how they have 

ire miſſed the Favour of a good God, by choofing 

nd | their own Ways, and doing their own 

of | Work: Oh! Loſt Time, the Field, and the 
in Pearl alſo. Therefore better will it be to mind 

m- || the Work of God, that by Faith in the Son, 

ave | you may witneſs him to work all your Works 

faſt in vou, and for you, of his own good Plea- 

the | fure. There is nothing for Man to boaſt, or 

ime | glory in, who is to be pliable as the Clay in 

mes | the Handof the Potter, till made a Veſſel to 
\dy. | his Praiſe ; for certainly God bath no Deligh* 


Oh! | | 22 
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in the Death of him thus dieth : No, no, But 
rather that Men fhould obey his Commands and 
live. Or elſe ſurely, he would not ſet Life 
and Death, Good and Evil before Men, and 
fay, Chooſe ye whether. Which ſeems very 
plain, that there is a Choice for Mankind, and 
an Offer of Salvation while in this World: 
So that Men and Women may chooſe Life, 
by believing in Chrift, or refuſe it, by Unbe- N 
lief; which leads from God, and the Lord a 
Jeſus, into Death and Darkneſs, where the , 
Carnality comes up, and overfpreads the Mind, 
and darkens the Underſtanding. 

But bleſſed be the good God, that hath 


brought a Remnant to the Knowledge of his MW -! 
Light, and to the Obedience alſo; ſuch are WM 
made living Witneſſes of the Suficiency of his 
Grace, with the Apoſtle of eld, who had it 7: 
recommended to him when in great Buffetings =o/ 
and Temptations, and found it effectual; tho . 
we find the bleſſed Apoſtle had been in a State, ¶ the 
whereof he crys out, Oh ! Wretched Man that o 


am, who ſhall deliver me from this Body of Death? ot 
And again, I am Carnal, fold under Sin. Oh e 
this was a mournful State with Paul for a Sea- U7/ 
fon, when Sorrow poſſeſſed his Heart anq in tl 
Reins, and in the Senſe of it, he cryed t; of i 
| God, that was able to help him, and in duq all! 
Time, he came to witnefs the Sufficiency off have 
his Grace, to bring him out of that State o be 
and to know a better Condition, and to ſay rom 
there is therefore now no Condemnation to they e 
that are in Chrit Feſus, who walk not afte 
[4 
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the Fleſh, but after the Spirit; for the Law of 
the Spirit of Life, in Chriſt Feſus, hath 
made me free from the Law of Sin and Death. 
Oh! bleſſed Freedom came to Believers in 
that early Day, by Jeſus Chriſt ; and bleſſed 
be God, it is the fame in this very Day as it 
was then; for this Grace which is come by 
Jeſus Chriſt, doth not only enlighten Men 
and Women, to let them ſee their foul Inſide, 
and finful Condition, but gives Power to the 
Soul to help it out of Thraldom ; and as there 
is a Faithfulneſs in the Creature, the Suffici- 
ency of the Grace is ſtill witneſſed, to lead 
rom one Degree of Strength to another: So 
hat here they have to thank God in their 
Meaſure, as the Apoſtle had, and can ſay, 
In God there is no Variableneſs, nor Shadow of 
Turning, for he is the fame as ever, to them 
| who believe, and follow Chriſt Feſus; who was 
Paul's and all the Apoſtles Leader, and is ſtill 
the true Believer's Guide. And every faithful 
Follower of Jeſus hath this to fay, and that 
not boaſtingly, that Revelationis not c, nor 
the Goſpel hid, but to them that are lolt by 
Unbehef, and that will not, or do not believe 
in the Light of Chriſt, and in the Sufcrency 
ot it, ſuch muſt lye down in Sorrow, where 
all Unbelievers do. And all ſuch that will 
have it, that there is no State of Redemption 
to be witneſſed here on this Side of the Grave, 
rom Sin; I fay, ſuch have great Reaſon to 
cry out, and fay, They are full of putrified 

I 
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Sores, and that they have no Soundneſs in them. 
Theſe are ſad Complaints indeed ; and how 
can it be otherwiſe, while they plead for the 
Devil's Kingdom, which is Sin, and Dark- 
neſs, and Confuſion : Oh! therefore all my 
Countrymen, and Women, Neighbours, and 
Relations, let me prevail with you, be recon- 
cited to God, by believing in his Son, whom 
he hath appointed Heir of all Things, and 
by, and through whom, you may find Ac- 
ceptance, who is the Advocate indeed ; as a 
Remnant are living Witnefles, bleſſed be 
God, thoſe who have believed in his Name, 
that is the Power of his !mward Appearance, 
in which there is Victory obtained over the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil. 

Oh! Happy Souls, that can thus believe 
in his Name ; theſe ſhall be baptized with 
Chriſt's own Baptiſm, which is, With the 
Holy Ghojt and with Fire; that is, his Pure 
Spirit entring in their Hearts, to make clean 


Work there: And his Word, which may be 


ſaid, to be as a Fire againſt every Appear- 
ance of Evil, to burn it up, and deſtroy it 
in its firſt Appearance. 

Oh! That the Children of Men would be 
wiſe, and fear God, and call upon his Name, 
while the Door of Mercy is open, that their 
Souls may live, and not die, is that which I 
heartily pray for, becauſe I have been one 
that have taſted of the good Word of God, and 
have known ſomething of the Power of the 

World 
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World to come: And having taſted both of his 
Mercy and Judgment, I can do no leſs than 
call, invite, and intreat all, to be faithful 
to the Lord, and all his Requirings, that in 
the winding up of all, God may have his 
Praiſe, who 1s everlaſtingly worthy and our 
poor Souls the Joy and Comfort, that none 


cle can give or take away, 


THE END. 
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